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What is the National Election Worker Survey? 
The National Election Worker Survey (NEWS) is a national research initiative designed to better 
understand the experiences and perspectives of poll workers across the United States. By capturing 
the voices of election workers, the survey generates insights that can help election officials improve 
training, recruitment, and retention — and strengthen election administration more broadly. 

What does participation involve? 
Participation is simple and requires only two 
things: 

●​ Forward a survey link to your jurisdiction's election 
workers 

●​ Share a few basic details about your election 
workers: headcount and how many you emailed 

What is the survey timeline? 
The survey is fielded shortly after each federal 
election, though participation is a one-time 
commitment per election cycle. The next wave 
of the study will begin November 2026. 

Who is behind the project? 
The survey is being conducted by a 
cross-institutional team of more than 30 
researchers from universities across the 
country. The research team is led by a steering 
committee of experienced election scholars: 

●​ Barry Burden, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 

●​ Joseph Coll, Texas Tech University 
●​ Matt Lamb, Texas Tech University 
●​ David Kimball, University of Missouri-St. Louis 
●​ Anita Manion, University of Missouri-St. Louis 

How do I sign up? 
Contact us at elections@polisci.wisc.edu to get 
started or learn more — we'd love to hear from 
you! 

What do jurisdictions get in return? 
Participating jurisdictions can receive a 
customized analysis of their poll workers' 
responses, allowing you to better understand 
your workforce's experiences, training needs, 
recruitment challenges, and more. We want this 
research to work for you — if there's something 
specific you'd like to learn about your 
workforce, please let us know and we'll do our 
best to make it happen! 

You don't have to take our word for it — hear 
what a fellow election official has to say about 
the study: 

"Participating in the National Election Worker 
Survey took just minutes on my end, and the 
data it generates helps 
me understand my poll 
workers' motivations, 
experiences, and 
training needs. I'd 
encourage every election 
official to make the time 
to participate. It's a 
small investment with 
an outsized return.” 

- Eric Fey, Director of Elections for St. Louis 
County, Missouri 
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